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Inspection of Swell Claims 


Members have doubtless received claims for guarantees 
which expired July Ist, and it is suggested that these claims be 
studied immediately and this office advised promptly of any 
claims which members desire to have inspected by the laboratory. 

It is probable that a trip will be made for this purpose dur- 


ing the latter part of July or the early part of August, and it is 
important that as many claims be inspected as possible in con- 
nection with those trips. This applies especially to claims from 
Texas and Oklahoma. 


Prompt information is requested regarding claims in all 
sections which it is desired to have inspected. 


Getting An Early Start for Canned Foods Week 


Plans for Canned Foods Week are taking definite form. At 
a meeting in Chicago of representatives of the National Canners 
Association and other cooperating organizations it was decided 
to provide 700,000 posters for the campaign in November. De- 
signs for the posters, which will be in colors and of two sizes, 
will be approved and sent to the lithographers within a week, 
thus assuring early delivery and enabling the Committee to dis- 
tribute them well in advance of the event. A supply of 60,000 
muslin streamers will also be provided, these to be used on trucks 
and delivery wagons prior to the opening of Canned Foods Week 
on November 9. 
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Three hundred thousand of each kind of posters will be of a 
size suitable for window displays. One hundred thousand will be 
larger and suitable for billboards and other outdoor use. The 
posters will feature two slogans: “Stock Your Pantry” and “Rich 
in Vitamins”. 


As in past campaigns the organization of local committees 
will be in the hands of distributors, and the goal this year is to 
have an active committee in at least every city of 10,000 and over. 
This will mean 619 committees, and the work that such com- 
mittees will do in organizing the smaller towns adjacent to their 
territory will undoubtedly bring the number of communities ob- 
serving Canned Foods Week far above the record made in any 
previous campaign. 


The meeting at Chicago was most enthusiastic. With the 
assurance of financial support from the canning industry, the 
distributors are going into the campaign with more energy than 
ever before. National advertisers of canned foods will also do 
more this year in the way of boosting Canned Foods Week in their 
advertising in Fall issues of magazines. In addition, individual 
firms will link up their selling campaigns and dealers helps with 
the Canned Foods Week publicity in November. 


The list of canners who have contributed to the Canned 
Foods Week fund is in course of preparation, and it will be pub- 
lished about August 1, as was decided at the meeting of the Board 
of Directors in May. 


Decision on Tax Inventories 


In a rcent decision the U. S. Board of Tax Appeals held that 
when closing inventories of merchandise have been made without 
actual knowledge of marketing conditions and prices, the bona 
fide market prices ascertained within a reasonable time thereafter 
may be used in valuing such merchandise for inventory purposes. 
In this case a cannery inventoried its tomatoes as of December 31, 
1918, at a figure $15,000 higher than the final revised inventory 
made five weeks later. The Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
refused to take the revised inventory value. The tomatoes had 
been canned for the United States Government, and as no sales 
had been made by the taxpayer in December, 1918, the taxpayer 
could not reasonably know the actual conditions of the market 
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until a thorough study five weeks later. The tomatoes were ulti- 
mately sold in 1919 and later years at considerably below the 
revised inventory values. The Board of Tax Appeals held that 
the revised inventory values as of December 31, 1918, were based 
on market conditions existing at that time and not upon future 
contingencies. 


Early Planning Will Aid Exhibit 

Louisville will have good facilities for the Canned Food 
Exhibit to be held in connection with the next National Canners 
Association convention. While the event is some months ahead, 
canners intending to make exhibits will find that early planning 
will make the work of preparing their displays easier when the 
time comes. The exhibit at Cincinnati was the best yet held, 
and there is no reason why the one at Louisville should not mark 
a further advance. 

Car Loadings 

Loading of revenue freight for the week ending June 30, 
totaled 982,600 cars, according to the American Railway Associa- 
tion. Compared with the corresponding week last year, this was 
an increase of 79,054 cars, but a decrease of 4,596 cars under the 


preceding week. Merchandise and less-than-car-load-lot freight, 
miscellaneous freight and ore were the only commodities to 
show an increase over the week bfore. 


Customs Duty on Fish Balls and Pimientos 

In a decision sustaining the protests of importers, the Board 
of General Appraisers has found that certain fish balls, composed 
of fish, skinned and boned, and vegetables, packed in hermetically 
sealed tins, were improperly assessed with duty at 35 per cent ad 
valorem under paragraph 773 of the 1922 tariff law, as fish balls. 
The importers claimed duty at only 25 per cent ad valorem under 
paragraph 720 of the same law, as fish, prepared or preserved. 

Upholding claims of importers, the Board found that canned 
pimientos, assessed at 6c per pound under paragraph 779, act of 
1922, as “whole pimientos, packed in brine or in oil, or prepared 
or preserved in any manner”, should have been assessed at but 
35 per cent under paragraph 773 as prepared or preserved vege- 
tables. The collector’s assessment at the higher rate was, there- 
fore, set aside. 
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Bureau Estimates of Pea Crop 
The Bureau of Crop Estimates has issued revised acreage 
estimates on green peas for manufacture, with a forecast of pro- 
duction, indicating a yield of 223,100 tons as compared with 
231,900 tons in 1924. A revision of this report, based on the yield 
as indicated by the condition on July 1, will be issued by the 
Bureau about July 15. 


Further Reports on Seed Peas in Northwest 
Seed pea acreage in the Upper Snake district is about 60,000 
acres, according to Dr. D. N. Shoemaker, who is investigating 
conditions in the northwest. Of this acreage about two-thirds is 
“canners”. Crop prospects in the Palouse have been seriously 
threatened by the dry hot weather that has recently prevailed in 
that district. 


Canners Should Not Settle Unjust or Fraudulent Claims 

As a result of the investigation of consumer claims for 
alleged illness or injury from canned foods, it is apparent that a 
considerable proportion of such claims are “framed up” with a 
view to securing handsome cash settlements from the canner 


concerned. 

Every reputable canner stands back of his products and seeks 
to retain the good will of the consuming public. Such canners 
are always ready and willing to settle claims which appear to be 
justified or which are made in good faith. However, any attempt 
to compromise or settle fraudulent claims simply makes a bad 
matter worse and encourages additional and more exorbitant 
claims of a similar kind. The investigation by the Association of 
all claims of consumers involving canned foods packed by its 
members generally brings out enough facts to indicate the char- | 
acter of the people making the claim, and the Association recom- 
mends that all claims which are manifestly fraudulent or unrea- 
sonable should be rejected and, if necessary, contested to the limit. 
The legal counsel of the Association will gladly assist members or 
their attorneys in regard to defending suits based on such claims. 

No claims should be settled without an investigation and 
without securing some evidence as to its merits. 

The Association maintains complete machinery for the in- 
vestigation of such claims, which is at the service of its members 
without charge. 
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